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be sufficient for only thirty or forty
minutes of firing." Henry L. Stim-sox- i.

Former Secretary of War, March
1, 1915. - "

They waited till the enemy ships
should try to force the . passage and
come within range, that they might
make those two hours two hours of
unspeakable destruction that should
glorify their death with the fiery splen-
dor of bursting ships.

The eSemjj did not try to force the
passage. While they saved their am-
munition these defenses were fearful
gladiators to approach. None could
come within reach of their steel hands
and live., j

But the gladiators were gladfartors
fearful only in front. Steel gauntleted,
armored with steel breastplates and
shlnplates, mightily vlsored so they
faced the sea. In the back they were
naked.

Fire and noise and bursting charges
and explosions that made hot gales
within the works and whirled men like
dried leaves! An hour passed. Still
from the sea there came the coughing
bellow that made the air tremble and
rolled inland like summer thunder
among hills. Stin there fell the
screaming, steel from the sky. Anoth-
er hour! And still it came. v

The sun was overhead. JSuddenly
Into the naked - back of the defenses
poured fire and steel that hammered
and beat and tore through them. Un-
der it through flame and smoke and
flying dirt appeared shining rows of
bayonets. ; With a yelp 10,000 men
pom-e-d, in. . fArmy" and. naval officers,
both " American and foreign, believe
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peared at last, and each ' time it filled
the air with its clamor like a suffering
thing. The latest type of sixteen inch
naval gun has a range of 23,000 yards,or eleven and one-ha- lf nautical miles,
which is a little more than, thirteen
statute miles. A projectile from
a twelve Inch rifled gun (U. S. A. coast
defense type) which was fired In the
presence of the author ricochetted sev-
en times.! . . :''. .

The ship's wireless caught , a signal
from the aeroplane. The shot had fall-
en short. The battleship steamed on,
and another one in: Hne opened up the- -

mouth of the harbor and fired.
From the aeroplane fell a silver ball.

It glittered in the brightening sun,
splendid. "Hit!" went the message to
the turret, and the crew there em-
braced and cheered. J -

. ..

Tt had hit the outer earthworks of
the , defenses. ' It had plunged down
with a shock that stunned , men In
mortar pits and gun emplacements-fa- r

away. Small wonder, for' this thingfailing from the sky - had struck a
blow equal to that of New York's obe-
lisk plunging into Broadway-- from the
top of Trinity church steeple!

"No effect!" reported the watchers in

W ,A
" r't 1 -

f

!

Ills

5

A

ttv,;

LITTLE BENNY'Ss NOTEBOOK
By Lee Pape

We was eeting brekflst this moarn--
tas. and ma. sed to dod, Willyum, I
wish youd bexnice to1, my Jarthir wen
he conies heer ' tonite, .he ses the ree--
zon he duzent come amttener is be-kau- ae

you argew";with him awl the
time.

Not at awl, its he that.argews with
me, sea pop, nowewir, I suppose arttr
awl it takes 2 to make an argewment
and I promise to agree with him in
everything tonite, even if I haff to
jepperdize my immortil sole by lying
about it. ,

Grandpop cairn aftirisuppir tonite.
and aftir him and pop I and ma had
been setting tawking a, wile, grand-po- p

took a segar out of his vest
pocket, saying, O, by the way Will
yum, 1 want you to try tms segar
and tell me wat you think of it. .

Nuthing hard about that, sed pop.
And he took the segar and bit the
end awf of it, and lit it and took about
2 puffs and made a fearse fase.-

Dont you like it, sed gra-ndpop- .

Willyum, sed ma.
Sure I like it, sure I like it, "Its an

awl rite segar, sed pop. ,. And he took
3 moar big puffs fast, saying, Sure I
like it.

You reely think its a fare smoak,
hen, sed grandpop. '

Sumf hing awn that ordir, sed pop.
And he took moar. puffs and startid
to kawff. .

Well, if you like it, I dont see eny
reezon for awl those fases and awl
that kawffing, sed grand pop.

I always make fases and kawff wen
smoak, seiJpop. t .

Wy, - sed grandpop. - .
It adds to the plezzure, sed. pop. And

he kepp awn smoaking the segar and
lookiftg as if he wished he wasent,
and aftir a wile grandpop sed, Thats a
fackt, is it, you reely like it.

Serteny I like it, sed pop, wat do
you wiint me to do, sing a sawng of
praise ovir it, wy shoodent I like it.

Bekause I startid wun this aftirnoon
and I thawt it was absilootly the werst
taisting thing ' I ewir had in my
mouth and I throo it away aftir.. tfae
ferst puff, se'd grandpop. . ..

Heck and blazes, sed pop. And he
went to the back setting room win-
dow and throo the segar out so hard
it must of went ovir the fents, saying,
wy in the naim of common humanity
dident you tell me that lawng aero.

But wat was the diffrents as lawngas you liked it, sed grandpop.
Thats rite, Willyum, you. kepp in-

sisting that you liked it, sed ma. '

Lets change the subjeckt, sed pop.
Wich they did.. ;

Caddies .t the Myopia Hunt club," at
Hamilton, Mass., struck and members
of the club, several of them well- -
known millionaires, had to xsarny their
own clubs. The caddies won their de
mand for 75 cents a round. -
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Fare 60 Cents

; STEAMER NAUGATUCK
Weekdays Leaves Bridg-eport.BVi.ir-

field Ave. Wharf 8:00 A. M.
Returning Leaves New York, Pier

28 B. R., foot of Catherine Street
3:00 P- - M-- , foot of E. 22nd Street

i 3:15 P. M. . -

SPECIAL SUNDAY SERVICE
Leaves Bridgeport, Fairfield , Ave.

Wharf 9:00 A. M.
Returning leaves New York, foot of

East 22nd Street, 4:45 P. M.
FOUR HOURS IN NEW YORK

CITY
L. B. NICKEESON, Agent

The New England Steamship Co.

Feci Young Again
CERTILAX (The Certified

Laxative).
Beware of the habit of constipation.

Coax the overworked bowel muscles
back to normal action with CERTI-
LAX, "the certain laxative." It is the
favorite prescription of an eminent
New York City specialist, selected by
five hundred physicians, who have
tried out thousands of laxative and
decided upon CERTILAX as the best.
They believe in gentleness, persisten-
cy, an4 Nature's assistance. CERTI-
LAX opens the bowels; their action
is gentle - yet positive, never accom
panied by griping or pain. One at
Bight will give positive relief. CER
TILAX IS FOR SALE AT ALL DRUG
STORES, or will be sent direct upon
receipt of price. CURT8 CHEMICAL

O.. 117 E. 24th St., NEW YORK,
PRICE. 10c. 2 5c 5 &c One at night
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PRITOENT MEN "

yold dlspntes ly writing their desirea'tn a Will and choosing a competentExecutor. .. .
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Appoint James Staples Companras your Executor and yon are mro
that your' "estate win : have efficient
management..:-- -

CAIJj OR, WRITE TTS FOR"aNT
DESIRED IiRTTOCIARs

JA1IES STAPLES is CO.
v : BANKERS -

tB9 STATKT STW Bridgeport. Oona.
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on the . part of an employer in
the, loyalty and integrity of an
employee is admirable. A Ex-
perience has shown however,that to. insure the absolute se-

curity of the employer againstloss from embezzlement, it is
well to supplement such faith
with a '

FIDELITY BOND
In the .;"-- ;.

United States Fidelity an
Guaranty Ciompany.
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Two-fami- ly housodx'rooms on eacB
floor, butler's pantry, ail Improve
menta, lot, Bdx209, near St Vinoenn
BospitaL

.Bailding lots, Iforui End, from $30
top; weekly payments.

WILLIAM T. MTJLLINS

Real Estate and Insurance.
BRIDGEPORT SAVINGS BASE'

BUILDING,
Corner State and. Main Stru
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THE LAST : STAND OF NARRAGANSETT DEFENDERS.

Qepyristrt,

A Z&ETCtSu ?ct jStorylDMed
CaibDa Xse to Oppose tn

Regulars, Trained
, Artillery,

ICoiitiauea.i)
i He held In his grip the sea, the land
and the air. Inshore lay ships ready
to sweep part of nis front with pro-
tective

But
fire On land his advance

forces had seized roads and railroads, the
bis engineers were repairing.what had
been destroyed and bis cavalry

' was to
guarding all approaches. His air men, i

overwhelmingly nupwroos, spied oji the
American army almost with impunity
ftud parried with sure aerial thrusts,
all American attempts to spy oa their era.
own lines. ' r ... ';';: ; '.'lii' i

The aerial guard, steel breasted, with
the wings of speed and talons of fire,
could be broken only by eqiial num-
bers equally terrible," Individual dar-
ing, Individual skill were nothing
against this armored brood.; Five times is
American fliers rose to try it, and five
times they were grappled in - midair
and torn with shot and dropped to the '

earth far below. ; "No' more!" said the
general in command.

He sat with his chin in hi hand
studying the dispatches that Were laid

.before him. They were piled high,,
though twenty . operators and. half

aids straggled to eliminate from
the torrential confusion the news that
might be deemed most reliable; ;J ' ; r

There were messages7 from Washing
ton, messages from coast defenses,'
messages from patrols and outposts,
from scouts and from company com-- ,
wanders. There were wild reports of
memy invasion from places so far in-
land that it was palpable that they atcould not be true. There were reports

, from places so near by that they might
mean lmniiuent danger.

i Excited officials of towns and' cities
Bent' long involved, dispatches or hung
Tor long minutes to telephones to re-
count Interminable tales. '' ,' . ;' ' "I

One hundred thousand men had land-
ed, according to. spies who had made

, their way into Fort Greble in the Nar--

ragahsett defenses. It was 200,000,
telephoned '" Providence, transmitting
messages from the coast. . Tb army's
own scouts and Spies and patrols, grop-

: tag in, insufficient numbers and finding
a wall of cavalry and foot, and ma-
chine gun detachments t opposed to
tbem. everywhere,, sent In estimates

--"that varied alt the way from 25,000 to
v

These Americaij. ; advance detach-
ments were striking the enemy' out-

posts .east and west. Near Watch. Hill
three; American motorcycle companies
.with machine guns ambushed and cut
up two troops "of cavalry. American
ca valry drove 'baclc a battalion, of en- -

:t gineers who had ; begun work on 'the
railroad at Kingston. At Miantc two v

American motor patrols ran into the
fire of a concealed field gun and were
destroyed. ... . -

, From Fort Michie, on QnU Island,
eame the news, brought by a Montauk
points fisherman who had managed to
make his ,way' across the sound in .a
small boai, that men . had landed ' on
that "end of Long Island. They, had

ately And had seized the railroad lead-- ;
ing to New York, but it- was impossl- -

, ble'to. guess how great this force was.
.

- Only one certain factwas developed
from all .the news. It was "that 'the

- transports were unloading troops still.
. Suddenly almost, simultaneously, the
American patrols were driven back all
along the- line. ' On a front that ex- -
tenaea qmcKiy, irresistipiy, clear across
Washington ; countyk Bt ; 1 from i east
to .west, the invader 'army .expanded.
It seized Watch Hill. Kingston was

was occupied. Narragansett Pier was
- Hooded all at once with men and guns.

With the swiftness of a blow from
' a fighter's fist the invader had struck

and won the entire railroad system of
the New York, . New Haven 'and Hart-- 1

ford railroad in' Rhode Island and com-
manded the way to Providence.

. The foe had filled his divisions. ITor- -

ty thousand men were ready for battle
on, American soil, with-K,fi0- in re-
serve on. the coast. ' ;r ,

Now the" wind- turned - sontheast
- Point Judith, Rhode IslantF-- s cape that

- coastwise mariners call the Fog Hole,
began to brew one of its. April fogs,
gray and bMnd and wet, . . j., j 4

Its first effect was kind to the Amer
icans.- - The enemy air. craft, seeing the

,

fled toward their lines. Prom all di-
rections they came in like gulls fiee-"in- g .

before ajstorm. They could not
dare to' remain in strange territory.' All their fine maps, all their ingenious- instruments, would be impotent against
it. They came in and alighted behind
their army.

Freed from them and masked by the
fog, the American scouts went forward

- " again and groped ace more along the' foe's front. In an hour field tele- -

phones and telegraphs and aerial told
the American commander enough - to

" assure' him that the enemy's force' in
menwas at least nearly equal to his
own. He knew, too. that the invader
had brought up preponderating artil- -

iery
x

Every road, every piece of le

coantry, was held by guns.
, The American, army held tight. : In

its front, between it and the foe, there
. : was not a rail line, not a bridge. All
" had been destroyed. Behind it lay a
, , perfect railroad system, with long

, trains and - giant locomotives under
steam and all the gathered motor ve-bicl- es

ready to' speed.
80' far, the fog was kind to tie de--

- fenders.-'- But the invader' too, .was
Quick to seize its favor.

Lrong before half a dozen men, dress-
ed like fishermen, had made their way
Lit Narraansett harbor in a ejaaU

sloop and had reported at the. enemy
headquarters. For a month or more
past they had been fishing for lobsters.

they (had caught more" than lob--

sters. '.Their catch lay on the table to
commanders - tent In the form of

charts, with soundings and range lines
distances. They were maps of the

mine fields. ; :s
As-soo- n as the fog began these men

went aboard a mine sweeper. It
steamed eastward, followed by the othr

.The sweepers had more than the
cables and grapples that make a mine
sweeper's outfit. Set in rows on the
after deck, of each vessel were bulging
mines, filled with 300 pounds of trfni- -

trotol. TTinitrotol, now being used in
Europe, largely- - for under water work.

one of the most violently acting ex..
plosives known todayj

The fog became so thick that it was
hard to say if It were daylight still or
night. ; Night could only make it more
black. It could not Increase the

' ' !.::

In the coast defenses of Long Island
sound ". and Narragansett bay, ; every
man was straining eyes and ears and
nerves.. Every gun s company was at
its weapon. Every gun was loaded.
Tall projectiles stood ready, with the
chains and grapples of the hoists pre-
pared, Men stood waiting In the pow-
der magazines under the batteries!

Nothing to see . or hear at Fort
Wright, on Fisher's island- - Nothing at
Fort Michie, oh Gull Island. Nothing

Fort Terry, on Plum island. ; On all
the shrouded, swift tideways that led
Into Long Island sound there was

r'There was' nothing In front of the
Narragansett defenses that eyes could
see or ears could hear. - Nothing and
then, far, out, it was as if-- a sea monster
bad arisen In dying torment and lashed
and. spouted and screamed. Before" the
riven column" of water could fall there
came muffled, thundering explosions
under the water-ron-e, two, three! '

,The defenses split the fog with fire.
Their mine projecting batteries had
been trained over the fields long since.
There .was ho need. for aim." Instantly
they swept the hidden sea with shells
that would clear twenty acres of wa

Aiyjainr; tnere 'Was silence and bMnd--
ness the unearthly silence of the "Ai
lantlc sea fog. It lay for half an hout,
as if there were no such thing as war I

In the world. v.'r - 1

Then oncel more: came1 the roar and
the crash, followed by its submarine
echoes. 1 Once more, the land, guns rav-
ed, firing blind.. : ' ,

' . ' ;

The1 enemy was countermining. In-
stead of sweeping,': his vessels were
dropping mines of their own in the
fields, and then, backing off to avoid
the fire from the batteries if they
could, they exploded them by electric
contact to blow up the American mines
with the shock. , J.- ' - -

Not all the mine sweepers escaped
mines or; guns. But there were ves-
sels to spare and lives to spare. All
night the countermining went oh, and
all nightvthe guns fired into the vapor
and the darkness, i' ; -

. .

The sun arose invisibly. --But tt climb-
ed, and when it had lifted all its disk
above the' rim of sea.it showed through
the mist as a pale illumination. It was
"burning off the fog. ,

"It will be clear ehough in an hour,"
'said the executive officer of a 'battles-
hip- under. Block island. The vessel's
wireless began to speak.

On one of . the mother ships men
brought out and assembled an armored
biplane. Its "two. fliers stowed range
finding ,.' appfiratus; aerial telegraph,
aneroids and charts in it. There were
signal flags and light; brightly silvered
balls. Met brought - receptacles that
contained bombs and adjusted them
carefully in place. The fliers waited,
watching the fog. '

It lessened. It tore away in rifts,
All around the-ship- s became visible.

Seven battleships swung around and
put on speed' and rushed in echelon to-
ward the coast. They steered straightfor the mouth of Narragansett bay,turned Just outside of the zone of fire
of its. defenses, slowed down and
steamed across the mouth.

The Biplane's engine burst into life.
The machine lifted and followed them.
It-fle- high over tbem and into the
bay, climbing.
"They're over It!" said an oflQcer on

a ship, looking at the machine through
bis glasses.

CHAPTER IX.
The Narragansett Bay Defenders Fall.

AE Inside of the bay, so high in
air that it was little more thanr a shining speck, the aeroplane
was describing a series of reg

ular, equal circlesi All at once, as if
it had been painted in the air with a
mammoth brush, a jet black descend-
ing streak stoodVout against- - the sky
and lengthened steadily toward the
earth. .

The azimuth and other range finding
instruments at both eds of the battle-
ships caught the angles and ascertain-
ed the range to the black smear that
still hung in the air like grease. The
aviator had dropped a smoke bomb to
indicate the fort below.

The forward turret of a battleshipturned. Its hooded rifle lifted its muz-
zle to an angle of fifteen degrees and
spoke with a great voice. ;

Eleven miles away a ton of steel
rushed from the sky, crashed into the
water of the bay roaring, ricochetted,
struck again half a mile beyond and
again and again. Four times it re-
bounded like Ni pebble before itdisap- -
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that 5,000 men would be more ' than 1
sufficient to take such works . if they
are manned only , by their coast artil
lery companies and undefended by a
mobile army. .

:

And through the United States, smit-
ing it into the dumbness of despair.
went the news that the great Narra-
gansett defenses had ; fallen and that
the enemy fleet was entering the har-
bors America" had lost Narragansett
bay, with all its defenses, great guns
and government stations, in less than

- ' . - .'-- 4 "'.-- , ' -
' '- i.

-

V- - MMOt '

1 r-Z- -v

111

two weeks' after the declaration of
war! ' ; ..

Before the. news - of NaTragansett's
fall was an hour old the cities-o- the
United States, including many towns
so obscure that few Americans, ever
had heard their names, ,had subscribed
enough money to 'raise and eduip an
army - twice over and keep it', in the
field for months. .But the country that
was so efficient, so - intrepid, so. ' re-

sourceful, was . "facing a disaster- - now
that it could not conjure-awa- with all.
the money. and men 'that ever were.

Money, the magician, was futile now.
It could not stamp its golden-foo- t and
make gun factories .and ammunition
works spring" from the empty ground.
It could not send to the army in Con-
necticut cannon that did not exist or
cartridges tfeat had not been made.

An order had gone xrat from the
American headquarters that morning.
an ominous warning 'that, given in bat
tle, would have indicated surely' the
beginning of the end.' It was:
: "IT IS OF THE UTMOST IMPOR-
TANCE THAT NO AMMUNITION
BE EXPENDED WITHOUT UR
GENT NEED. COMPANY " COM- -

MANDBRS WILL ENFORCE THIS
ORDER RIGOROUSLY."

While the futile dollars were being
flung to the government for new ar
mies the army that was already in the
field was counting its small arms and
artillery ammunition, knowing that it
did not possess enough for two days'
battle.
'From ocean to ocean men with naked

bands were crowding to enlist. , The
generous nation that never yet had de-

nied a need when the need was made
apparen,was as generous with Its lives
as with its dollars. For two and three
blocks around the recruiting stations
of regular army and militia the streets
were . packed with men. They had
come from work, and pleasure. They
had come home from far places. They
had dropped shovels and tennis rack-
ets, wns and nicks. They stood shoul--.

der to shoulder in fine stuffs and in
rags, made equal by one loyal purpose.
And they were as futile as the dollars.

One million men. It was computed
afterward, had, offered themselves in
America in that one day. But there
were no weapons for them. There

' won not enoueh rifles. There were no
uniforms. There were no tents, There
were no shoes.

(To Be Continued.)

Four homing pigeons flew from
New Orleans to Fort Worth, Texas,
579 miles in 14 hours, an average of
41 miles per hour. ,

Miss Marie L. Wanamaker, daughter
of Rodman Wanamaker, was married
in Philadelphia to Gurnee Munn, of
Washington.

FUNERAL DESIGNS AND
BOUQUETS

JOBN RECK & SON

the coast defense to the commandant
Though the impact., had sUaken the
works and the very earth; though the
blast from the explosion of its charge
had twisted three inch iron bars within
the works and bent the steel doors of
casemates, it had done no harm o the
defenses. So well had they been built
by the. engineers that the rending ex-

plosion left a crater for only a moment.
The earth rippled down and closed it.
The steel and concrete facing under-
neath held true. f v

The enemy had the range.. Ship after
ship passed !Lie entrance, delivered its
single shot, proceeded and returned to
follow In the circling line. These were
the most modern Dreadnoughts, firing
from sixteen inch guns. Their shells
tore the earth embankments away in
tons, and flung dirt high in air and sent
it down to, bury everything hi its way
under mounds. But all their fireWnd
all their havoc was in vain unless they
could hit a gun. And the guns were
protected by steel armor and concrete
and earth piled on earth.. -

To hit a gun was to attempt to hit a
bullseye only a few. feet square at a
range of eleven miles, farther than

'men can see. '.
Still the bombardment went on, un-

deterred. More aeroplanes soared over
the defenses now, far out of reach
from shots, and circled and signaled.
The fire grew. The ships were not hes-
itating now . to wear out the rifling of
their guns. They meant to give the
defenders no rest.

They were trying for a prize that was
worth all the guns In their turrets.
They knew that inside of the works
there could not be ' more than a few
thousand men, if that much. They
knew that all the coast artillery forces
of the "United States combined num-
bered only 170 companies and that
these 170 companies had twenty-seve- n

harbor defense systems to guard. Even
if the United States had stripped its
other defenses to the utmost, there
could not be a sufficient force in these
that were now Being attacked.

So they poured fire on fire and shot
on shot. It was a onesided duel, for
their great guns outranged the four-
teen inch guns of the defenses. The
men in there fired only occasionally,
when their observers and range finders
and plotters perceived an opportunity.
There " was another reason for their
slow fire besides the inability to reach.
Those perfect defenses, those perfect
products of engineering' science, those
results of millions on millions of ex
penditure, contained only enough am-
munition for two hours of firing! The
ammunition now on hand and under
manufacture Is 73 per cent of the al-
lowance fixed by the national coast de-
fense board. Last report to the chief
of staff, U. S. A. "The actual
supply of ammunition at present Is
very considerably behind even that
modest standard" i. e., the minimum
allowance-t"an- d in many cases of our
roost imnortant seacoast sains would Jmakes you right, ,


